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Latent Profile Analysis of Empathy Fatigue and Narrative Competence Differences Among ICU
Nurses
GE Wenjie,ZHU Shoujun,GUO Tingting,ZHU Xinyi(Department of Critical Care Medicine, The First Af-
filiated Hospital of USTC, Hefei 230001, Anhui Province,China)
Corresponding author;:ZHU Shoujun, Tel :0551-62282731
[ Abstract] Objective To investigate the potential categories of empathy fatigue and their relationship with
narrative competence in intensive care unit (ICU).Methods A total of 445 ICU nurses from 16 secondary
level and above hospitals in Anhui Province were selected and surveyed using a general information ques-
tionnaire, the Chinese version of Compassion Fatigue Short Scale (C-CFS) andthe Narrative Competence
Scale(NCS).Mplus 8.3 was used to conduct potential profile analysis and mixed regression models were
used to analyse the effects of different potential categories of empathy fatigue on the medical narrative
competence of ICU nurses.Results The empathy fatigue of ICU nurses could be divided into 3 potential
categories:low empathy fatigue group (33.48%) ,empathy fatigue group (41.35%) ,and high empathy fa-
tigue group (25.17%) ,and the differences between them in terms of literacy level and hospital grade were
statistically significant (all P<C0.05).The comparison of narrative competence among the 3 potential cate-
gories was statistically significant (X* =124.385,P <C0.001).Conclusions ICU nurses’ empathy fatigue can
be classified into 3 categories,and there are differences in ICU nurses’ medical narrative competence in dif-
ferent empathy fatigue categories.It is recommended to develop individualised intervention strategies based
on the categorical characteristics of empathy fatigue in ICU nurses to improve ICU nurses’ narrative com-
petence.
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